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3. We were close family friends.

4. We already kneweach other weil.
5. 1 got engaged after college.

6. He wanted me to go university.

7. After two years we both got manmied.
8. Wehadourﬁrstdlild after a year.
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8. Then in 1991 | came to England with my family

1 We weve both related, cousins in family

2. Lived opposite each cther

3. Our families decided to get us marmied

4. They asked us both and we agreed

5. We got engaged

6. One day before the engagement a family death
happened '

7. So our parents got us married after 2 monift

8. The wedding wasn't big because of family deaifh

1. | was studying in college.

2. My parents talked about marriage after my
Alevels.

3. They asked if | was ready, | said yes.

4. They chose someone for me and infroduced me.

5. He was outside the family.

6. We got engaged after we got to know each
other.

7. Ater a year we got married in Pakistan.

8. We both came to England after 9 Monihs.

1. | knew since | was 15 wiho 'd get mamied to.
2. My family and his were in Engfand.
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Fazal Begum

I'was born in Khariyan, Pakistan. My children were
already living in Rochdale. They called me over in 1998.

First | went to Bolton and then moved to Rochdale.
When | was child | was told the story of Sassi Punno.

Razia Sadiq

'l was born in Sahiwal, Pakistan. Sahiwal is twin city
of Rochdale. My parenté were already living in
Rochdale so they called me. My marriage was
arranged.

| have heard lot of love folk stories in Pakistan.
There are some movies as well on these stories.

Some of the stories from our Seminar Arrange and
Force marriage.

Participants didn't Want to publish their names:

. We were both cousins

. His dad asked for my hand in marriage

. My dad asked me and | agreed

. We got engaged after a few weeks

. After our engagement he came back to England
. Five years later we both got married

N OO O A WON -

. I had my three daughters in Pakistan



Milkstone Group

Perveen Akhtar

| 'was born in 1948, Gujrat, Pakistan. My town
Gujrat is famous for love stories and spirituality. My
husband was from Rochdale. He came to Pakistan and
| got married.

| have always lived in Rochdale. My marriage was
arranged.

Tahira Farzana

| was born in 1956, in Jehlum, Pakistan. My
children were already settled in Rochdale. | joined them
in 2000. | have heard lot of love stories from my

parents. | have written one story Heer Ranjha in Urdu.

Shaista Nawaz

| was born in 1974, in Kamalia, Pakistan. | came to
: Engiand as a fiancée and got married here in Rochdale.
My in-laws also live in Rochdale. | remembered the folk
story of Laila Majnoon.
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These tales have ric_h characters that reflect the

ﬂws&txi&samnotjustmeantformeyoungand
that in love, but for anyone with a sense of deep
emotion. They are narrated for their message of
tradifion and love.
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Sindh. He was attracted to the magical Kak and
decided to pay it a visit.

Rana was a courageous man and he reached the
palace without any harm. This impressed Mumal so
much that she accepted him as her consort. He would
spend nights at the palace and then retumn to Umer Kot
at dawn. Rana covered long distances from AmarKot to
Kak to be with Mumal.

One day, Rano got late for some reason. Mumal
became frustrated because of this delay. She decided
- to prank him by a silly trick. She asked her sister to
dress like a man and sleep in the bed with her. Rano
was enraged by the sight.

Out of anger and disgust, Rano left his cane
besides Mumal's bed and departed for Umer Kot. Rano
ignored all pleading from Mumal.

Desperate, Mumal set herself on fire. When Rano
heard about it, it was too late and Mumal was engulifed
in flames. Rano jumped into the fire and was bumed
along with Mumal. '
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Sorath

P

Momal Rano 1)1}

Momal Rano (or Mumal Rano) is one of the seven .
popular tragic romance stories from Sindh, and appears
in Shah Jo Risalo by Shah Abdul Latif Bhittai.

Mumal Rathore was a princess from Jaisalmer,
India. She lived in a palace with her sisters. The Kak
Palace held magical powers and attracted rich suitors
for the sisters. The tales about the palace and Mumal's
raviéhing beauty became a legend.

Rana Mahendra Sodha was the ruler of Amar Kot,
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Sohni

Lilan
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Azthar A

1l wezs b in Hydrabad Sindh Pakistan in 1942 and
came to Rochdale in 1954. In our Sindh we have very
famous Sufi poet called Shah Latif Bhitai. He wrote
seven love siofies which are sl popuilar in my area
Tihe Sindhi fterafure is incomplete without these stories.

Seven Queens from Shah Jo Risalo by Shah Abdul
L afif itk
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ceremony on his mare. They hid in the forest, where
they were caught by her brothers. Mirza was an expert
archer, but he was unable to defend himself.

Sahiban broke all of his arrows, hoping to avoid any
bloodshed. Mirza put up a fight but didn't last long, and
was killed by her brothers. Sahiban ended her life right
there with Mirza's sword.
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Mirza Sahiban loye story emerged from Punjab,
during the Mughal Era. Mirza was from Punjab, and
belonged to a tribe of Jatts, the Kharals. Sahiban was
belonged to the Sial tribe.

Mahni Khan, the father of Sahiban, was chief of
Kheewa, a town in Punjab's Jhang district.

Mirza's father was Wanjhal Khan, who was a
Chaudhary in the tribe of Kharal Jatts, in the Jaranwala,
which is now Faisalabad.

Mirza went to Khivan in order to study. He fell in
love with Sahiban soon after he saw her for the very
first time. ' '

Sahiban's marriage was arranged soon after they
became lovers, and she sent a message to Mirza.
Mirza, who was attending the marriage ceremony of his
~ sister, immediately left for Sahiban's village.

Mirza took Sahiban away from her marriage
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places on my own. | ke making friends amd visiting
places.

Salim Ahwrad

I vizs bom im fndia in 1940 and came o Pakistzm im
1947 withh my parents. || sfill rememiber tie folk singsrs
use fo come fo our village and play songs about Mirzz.

I have researched the sfory om met now and got
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| was engaged within three months of my mum's
arrival in Pakistan. | got married and stayed in Pakistan
for four years. After this, we decided to move England. |
came to U.K in 1967 by then | had two boys. We landed
in London and came to live in Rochdale. | started
working in 1968 in a mill on early shift. Then | had two
more children in Rochdale, Birch Hill Hospital. | worked
in the mill for 17 years. After working long time at mills
| and my husband decided to buy a newsagent shop. It
~ was a very tough job at the time as it starts from easly
morning at 5:00pm till late at 8pm night time. | had to
get up early to receive Newspapers and the mark the
delivery rounds. We employed six boys to delivering
papers at the time. So managing them at 6.30am is
quite a challenge. | managed our shop for 22 years then
we decide to take early retirement from it. It was hard
work but | and my husband enjoyed it. | made a lot of
friends from this shop. | respected them a lot. My
husband was not well at the time of closing our
business. My husband passed away. | was introduced
to mind group after few year later. Then some time later
a friend asked me to join age concern group. | did both
groups once a week. | enjoyed meeting friends. | still
do, we are like a family now. | have been to a few

places with my group. | wouldn't have seen these
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Freehold and Milkstone Place Group

Shafqat Begum

| was born in Indi'a, in the city of Philoor. | have
been a healthy child and very active. | learnt my Holy
book Quran Shariff, when | was six year old, and we
had Ameen (achievement) party soon after. We had to

travel to Pakistan in 1947. We travelled by horse cart. |

had three brothers and my mum, dad, also
grandmother. We were there brother and one sister
when we came to Lahore and stayed in the hotel for few
days. Then found out thét we have some relatives in
Lahore. They took us to their home and then we started
living with them. My father went to Kenya for work soon
after we arrived in Lahore. One year later he sent us a
visa for Kenya and we travelled by a steam boat,
which took us a week to reach Mombasa. My father was
waiting there for us at Mombasa port. Once again we
were united after one year. We stayed in Mombasa for
one night and went to Nairobi the next day. | stayed in
Nairobi for a long time. | completed all my education

" there. Then my mum came to Pakistan and she

decided to arrange my marriage.
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marriage. The life is very different here compere to
Pakistan. | visit my relatives time to time in Pakiston |

am a Volunteer at Pakeeza Women Group.

Mumtaz Akhter _
| was born in Nairobi. | came to Rochdale after
marriage. Now | am active volunteer at Pakeeza

Women Group.

Sarwari Ahmad
| am very active and enthusiastic person | am
volunteer and treasurer of Pakeeza Women Group.

| still remember the love story of Sheerin Farhad.
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Hingorja area of Khairpur district.

Kamran-Larik had @ court marriage with Tahira
Shah - both residents of Larik Para, Hingorja - in
Benazirabad district during the first week of August this
year.

The parents of the bride and the groom tricked the
two, by taking an oath on Holy Quran that they had
accepted the marriage and brought them to a retired
judge's house in Khairpur where they were forced to
consume pesticide.

Shamshad Butt

| was born in Lahore, Pakistan. | came to Rochdale
after marriage. | was told the story of Sussi Punno in my
childhood by elders.

Parveen Akhtet

| ' was born in Rawalpindi, Pakistarnn. | came to
Rochdale after marriage. | was told the story of Sohni
Mahiwal in my childhood by elders.

Zahida Parveen

| was born in Pakistan and came to Rochdale after
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got married in 1962.

Zahida Baig

| was born in Lahore, Pakistan. | came to Rochdale
in 1988 after | got married. My marriage was arranged. |
still remember an incident happened in 1960 in
Pakistan. A boy and girl wanted to have love marriage

so girl's family poisoned her and boy committed suicide.

Sughra Bl

| was born in Faisalabad, Pakistan. | came to
Rochdale in 1983 after marriage. | still believe in one
thing that sometimes when you ask something from
GOD, there is a time when your wish comes frue. If you
wish to marry a man who is 30 years older than you, it
can happen.

That is something | called love.

Badar Pervez

| was born in Lahore, Pakistan. | came to Rochdale
in 1978 after marriage. | am a volunteer at Pakeeza
Women Group. Similar story came in newspaper which
Badar sister has told yesterday.

In Hydrabad, Pakistan a young man died his wife

survived after they were forced to consume poison in
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a Women Group
St Andrews Church

The group sessions were held with 15 participants:

Neelam Khawaja

I was born in Gujrat Pakistan. When | was ten years
old I was told by my grandmother the folk stories. | am a
volunteer at Pakeeza Women Group and enjoy working
with my friends.

Naseem Begum

I 'was born in Sahiwal, Pakistan, which is the twin
city of Rochdale. | stil| remember the story of Heer
Ranjha. |

Shamim Akhter Ansari

I was born in Kampala, Uganda. On 4 August 1972,
President of Uganda, Idi Amin, ordered the expulsion of
his country's Asian minority, giving them 90 days to
leave Uganda | came to London and then ‘Rochdale. |
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Sohni was lzzat Beg's downfall; bad luck and disaster
befell him in his struggle to see his beloved. During this
time of hardship he changed his name to Manhiwal.

Sohni's family was strong and worked hard to keep
the lovers apart. Sohni had an aunt called Masy Kuby
who was faithful to her, she helped the young lovers
meet in secret. Unfortunately they were discovered and
Sohni was quickly married to her cousin, separated
from Manhiwal by the great river Chenab.

Neither the marriage, nor the river deterred the
lovers from seeing one another; they continued to meet
in secret, aided by the trustworthy Masy Kuby; until
finally, crossing the river to meet one-another, betrayed
by Sohni's sister-in-law, they met disaster. Their love
affair ended miserably in a sad and heart-rending
struggle to be together.

Sohni Manhiwal
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Sohni Manhiwal

The story of Sohni Manhiwal is based in
seventeenth century Gujarat, which at that time was
renowned for its pottery.

In this period of time there lived a famous Potter
called Attaullah. He made all wonder of fancy articles of
great ornamental value. His fortune increased when he
was given a daughter who was full of beauty and
gracefulness, her name was Sohni, which meant "The
Beautiful". Sohni helped her father in the family
business. She inherited her father's skill and had such
an eye for detail that her pots became as sought after
as his own.

In distant Balkh lived a Moghul Merchant-prince
called lzzat Beg, he worked hard for his father,
journeying to distant lands, earning great reputation and
wealth for the family as he went.

In 1zzat Beg's travels he came across some very
intricate works of earthenware and decided to take
some home for his family. When he stepped into the
show rooms and set eyes on Sohni he was beguiled by
her beauty. He visited many times, each time buying
more and more of the stock. His love for the beautiful
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In 1967 | was the first Pakistani woman to get MBE.

| am Ex Chair of REC and Ashiana Housing.

My husband is from Africa and he told me that:

Africa is the second largest continent in the world.
The collection of folktales from Africa consists of four
books with 88 folktales: 28 South African folktales, 40

Nigerian folktales and 10 Tanzanian folktales.

The story which | was told by my elders was:
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Razia Shamim

| relaunched a group for women over 50 after it was
axed by Age Concern.

The Rochdale Asian Ladies Group, run by Age
Concern for more than 20 years, had its last meeting in
March. Age Concern could hot continue with the group'
after funding was withdrawn by the council.

| was involved in community work in Rochdale for
more than 30 years, made redundant from her role.

But | felt so strongly about the group and wanted to
ensure that the service was still available for women
throughout Rochdale so | decided to continue running it
as a volunteer.

| relaunched it as Pakeeza Women Group at St
Andrew's Church in Smith Street.

Pakeeza Women Group is flourishing day by day.

| was born in Jalendher, India and came to Pakistan
in 1947. After marriage came to Rochdalé in 1966. |

have always involved with community work.
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The story which | remember is;

Shaiful Mulook

Prince Shaiful Mulook and Badi-ul- Jamal is a
classic fable from the Hazara region of Pakistan. It is
the one of the most beautiful lakes in Pakistan. The
story of love between prince and the fairy is written by
mystic poet of Punjabi literature Mian Muhammad
Baksh (R.A) in poetry form. It tells the story of a Prince's
love for a fairy; the name Saiful Mulook refers to a lake

in northern Pakistan.

Shaiful Mulook )
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He worked as a part time youth worker at
Sparrowhill, Kashmir youth project and sparth
community Centre. He worked as community assistant
at Spotland and Sudden community centres. He
developed Safara Urdu School, a high profile weekend
Urdu school at spotland community centre. He makes
his references to his late brother, Abdul Hameed Salik,
Mr. Khizar Shah and Bashir Ansari, who provided
valuable guidance and support. In 1987 Councillor
Zaman secured a job with local government and spent
.20 years working for Bury Council as language
co-ordinator. He enjoyed his time with local
government and learned quite a lot, helped lot of people
and feels that he has made a difference.

Councillor Zaman has grown up children and
grandchildren and he is very proud of them. He says
that my wife has been very supportive throughout my
life and | kept good balance between my work and
family life.
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Councillor Mohammed Zaman

Councillor Mohammed Zaman lives in Rochdale.
He comes from a beautiful village Chawala in Azad
Kashmir. His family moved to Dadyal in early sixties.
Councillor Zaman came to England in 1975.

He remembers very cold weather, heavy snow falls
and walking to work in bad weather. He worked in
textiles mills for 12 years, Arrow Mill is one of them that
still reminds him of those good old days, beautiful,
hardworking people, who would go out of way to help
and support each other. He says job was not a problem
in those days, if you lost one job you could start another
job next day. He still remembers lunch breaks where
everyone would share lunch, talk about their lives, crack
jokes and make those lunch breaks memorable
events. These people Were a unique example of sincere
community, who supported their families and friends
here and aboard. May Allah bless them all.

When textile industry started to see its downfall,
councillor zaman says that he was very lucky to find
various jobs he very much loved. He started teaching
Urdu language and taught in various mosques and

* centres in Rochdale.
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Syed Waris Shah (1722-98) was born in Jandiala
Sher Khan, Distriet Sheikhupura, Punjab (Pakistan). He
was deeply learned in Islamic and domestic cultural
love. His verse is a treasure-trove of Punjab Phrases,
idioms and sayings. Hié minute and realistic depiction of
each detail of Punjabi life and the political situation in
the 1700's remains unique. Of all his works, his version
of the legendary romance of Heer is the most
outstanding. Heer Waris Shah is believed to be based
on the true account of two. star-crossed lovers, who
lived during 16th century. His other famous books are
"Ibrat Nama" and "Ushtar Nama". *

Syed Waris Shah
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Baba Farid was born in 1173 A.D. In the city of
Kothiwal, near Dipalpur, Pakistan. It is now called Pak
Pattan; the ancient name has been recorded as
Ajodhan. The city existed when Alexander invaded it in
326 B.C. Baba Farid's ancestors were from a town
called Aush, south of Fergana [Babur's hometown] the
south east of Andijan. Farid's grandfather [Qadi Shuaib]
left Kabul and took refuge in Lahore under the
Ghaznavid Sultan in 1125 A.D. Farid is truly the father
of Punjab literature. He died in 1266 A.D. His poetry
later influenced the Sikh religion, especially their Holy
Book "Sri Guru Granth Sahib." Such was the
universality of Baba Farid, the Sufi poet laureate.*

Baba Farid
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mystic poet. According to them, Bhagat Kabir lived for
120-years-from 1398 to 1518, But scholarly research
puts his life span'from 1398 to 1448. He made
Ramanand, the great mystic teacher of that time, to be
his guru, who previously used to accept only
Barhamans as his pupils. The life and creative
expression of Kabir was devoted to give self-respect to
the downtrodden "Untouchable" masses while
emphasizing upon the inner light and good character as
the yardstick of Superiority. His poetry exposes the
hypocrisy of the shallow religiosity of clerics. He was the
greatest scholarly voice for peace and humanity in the
times of racial discrimination imbibed in the religions
and social structures of India.*
Hazrat Sultan Bahoo
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Councillor Muhammad Asim

| was born and bred in Lahore, Pakistan. Studied
Government College Lahore. | am proud to be an old
Ravian. Got Masters in Economics and came to UK in
early 2000. | started retail business and expand with
chain of stores and Subway.

| was always interested in Sufi Poetry and stories
which | heard from my teachers. Some of them are:

Hazrat Sultan Bahoo was born in 1628 A.D. in
Shorkot, Pakistan. In his childhood there was a strange
light on his face which compelled disciples of different
religions to say 'Kalima Tayyiba' and embrace Islam.
His mother supervised his education but it had been
irregular because he was often found under the
influence of ecstatic states.

It seems that his education informal up to the end.
He died in 1691 A.D. at Shorkot, Pakistan, where he
was buried close to the bank of a river. His Body had,
however, to be transferred twice to other nearby places
due to floods. Now the place he lies buried is under the
beautiful tomb called Darbar Hazrat Sultan Bahoo Distr
Jhang, Punjab, Pakistan.* |

To honour the tradition of the Kabirpanthies, 1518
A.D. has been recorded as the date of the death of this




17

India in 1945. | came to the UK when | Was 20 on a
Plane-with-my elder brother and the journey was rather
nice. | came to work at Liverpool for 4 years and then
moved to London for another 10 years however | then
moved to Rochdale as it was cheaper to live- | stayed
with my brother and his family and never got married. |
do remember the story of Heer Ranjha Whilst also
hearing about the story of Romeo & Juliet When | came
to the UK.

Shafia Begum

Hello, my name is Shafia Begum and | was born in
Vehari, Pakistan in 1953, | had a Joye rrarriage and
came to the UK to work with my partner- My journey
here was delightful and | enjoyed being on a flight for
the first time. | stayed in Rochdale in & flat with my
husband and we had 2 children. We useq < the cinema
in Rochdale on Sundays watching Asiary films, | love
watching movies. | remember Heer Ranji@ and Laila
Maijnu were popular stories.
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lower then Benwill Higher (high school). After school |
worked by sewing with a wage of £4. In 1975 | had an
arrange marriage to my cousin in Faisalabad and then
he came in 1977, we had 4 children and 2
grandchildren; we had a tough time and then a divorce
in 1995. | also have 1 sister in Newcastle and 1 brother
in Pakistan. By August of 2000 | moved to Rochdale
. due to some family issues. | remember Romeo and
Juliet however it didn't mean much to me since my

English was not that good.

Rehana Amini

Hello, my name is Rehana Amini and | was born in
Lahore, India, in January 1946. Since my father &
brothers already worked and studied in the UK since
1963, | came with the rest of my family'in 1969. The
journey was rather nice as | came in a pléne to London
and then to Rochdale in a car. | later had an arranged
marriage and although my husband was from Bradford
we settled in Rochdale. | have 1 daughter who has 2
sons aged 4 & 2 years old. | remember the old love
story Laila Majnu.

Sajjad Malik
Hi, my name is Sajjad Malik. | was born in Delhi,
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‘Badar Pervez

Hi, my name is Badar Pervez; | was born in Lahore,
Pakistan in 1960. In 1978 | had an arranged marriage
and took a flight to the UK with my husband to then stay
in Rochdale. In Rochdale we opened up a paper shop,
worked at a cash & carry, now we work at a fruit stall.
We now have 5 children who are all grown up. | used to
love watching Soni Mahiwal and Sassi Punnoo.

Farida Akhtar

Hello, my name is Farida Akhtar. | was born on the
1st July 1953 in Sylhet, Bangladesh. In 1970 we had an
arranged marriage and as my husband had already
being living in Liverpool (UK) since 1963, | also came
with 4 children in 1986 and we moved to Rochdale
where we had 2 more children. | was really happy to
come and stay with my husband. | definitely remember
Laila Majnu.

Sherwari Ahmed

Hi, my name is Sherwari Ahmed. | was born in April
of 1956 in Faisalabad, Pakistan. | came to the UK in
1968 at the age of 12 and attended the Junior School
Canning St Sched in Newcastle: | later attended Benwill
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Najma Shaffi

Hello, my name is Najma Shaffi. I was born in
Garshaw 1947. At the age of 19 in 1967 | had an
arranged marriage, which was more like love, to a
cousin from Kenya and then we came to London from
Kharaji. We had a wonderful journey here. After 6
months we were settled in Rochdale. For 3 years |
worked at Dunlop as a core winder and then at arrow
mill for 7 years, | then began to work from.home as a
machinist. We have 3 children, 2 girls and 1 boy, who
are all married and have children. | do remember the
stories of Heer Ranjha and also "Ferdos & Ejas".

Shamshad Shaffi

Hello, my name is Shamshad Shaffi and | was born
in Bangalore, India on the 23rd March 1945, | had an
arranged marriage in Lahore, 1962 and after having 3
children we came to England in 1969 since my
husband's family all lived in the UK and we then had
another child. We then bought a new house and moved
from Manchester to Rochdale in 1974. | do remember
Heer Ranjha, Sassi Punnoo alongside watching the
Pakistani film Sonalatta.
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Qaisra Malik

Hi, my name is Qaisra Malik and | was born in 1945
in Lahore, Punjab, although it was India at the time. |
came to Rochdale with my family including 6 siblings,
the journey here was nice as we took a plane to London
and-got to see beautiful lights during the night drive
from London to Rochdale. | got married in Pakistan to a
wonderful man; he was a business man, after 8 years
however he passed away. | have 1 daughter. Laila
Majnu was an old folk story | remember.

Shabina Ahmad

Hi, my name is Shabina Ahmad. | was born in
Kenya, Mombasa in 1960. | had an arranged marriage
to a British citizen in 1.975 and then travelled to Sudan
in 1989 only | couldn't settle so | moved back to Kenya.
Then in 1996 | moved to England to settle in Rochdale.
| chose Rochdale as my husband lived here with other

. family members and | worked in Moss mill as a Packer

although it was very hard to-settle due to a lot of snow
and -had to-do-most-of the-process myself. We-have 6
children, 3 girls and 3 boys.
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Deeplish Group

Idrees

Hello, my name is Idrees. | was born in the Gari
Shaw area of Lahore, 1955. In 1983 | had an arranged
marriage with my cousin which turned into a love
marriage. As my wife's family had been settled in
Rochdale since 1967 we also came to Rochdale, we
bought a house and | started to work. 2 of our 3 children
are currently married with children of their own. Also, 1
distinctly remember Sassi Punno as my favourite 6|d
love story.

Aftab Malik

Hi, my name is Aftab Malik. | was born in the
January of 1953, Lahore, Pakistan. | came to the UK in
the 1960's with my father and my eldest brother and
whilst they worked, since | was the youngest, | started
to study. Plus, the jburney here was rather nice,
especially since | was so excited travelling to a new
place as | was young. Since | missed my mother &
other siblings dearly it was wonderful seeing them again
as they joined us in 1969. In 1986 | had an arranged
marriage in Lahore and my wife then joined me in
Rochdale a few months later and as of now we have 4
children and 1 grandson. As | remember, Heer Ranjha
was a popular story.

e e
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Shah Jahan and Mumtaz Mahal:

—— - —————

by Shah Jahan in the memory of the love of his life,
Mumtaz Mahal. Taj Mahal is one of the 7 wonders of

F It is a true love story. Taj Mahal, a monument built
!

the world and is a symbol of eternal love. Arjumand
Banu Begum, she was named Mumtaz Mahal by Shah
Jahan after marriage as it means the 'jewel of the

. ¥
paiace'.

| Shah Jahan and Mumtaz Mahal:
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Salim and Anarkali:

This is a very interesting love story because a lot of
people still think that Anarkali wasn't a real person.
Salim was the son of Akbar and Anarkali was
supposedly a slave girl who dared to love the prince.
When Akbar found out about their love he had Anarkali
buried alive between two walls. The lack of evidence
about the existence of Anarkali makes this story
unacceptable to historians but nonetheless it is one of
the most iconic love stories of India.

Salim and Anarkali:




Baji Rao and Mastani:

Peshwa Baji Rao was a military general to the
fourth Maratha Chhatrapati Shahuiji. His love story with
Mastani has become a legendary tale. The origins of
Mastani are not confirmed. Some say that she was the
daughter of a Hindu Mahafaja and his Persian wife
while others say that she was the daughter of Nizam of
Hyderabad. Some even think that she could have beer
a dancer in the court of the Nizam. Whoever she was,
Baji Rao fell in love with her and married her despite
great opposition from his family. When Baji Rao died in
battle it is said that a grief stricken Mastani committed

suicide.

Baji Rao and Mastani:




from Malwani and Maru's admirer Umar Sumar, to get
back to Maru. In the end they were able to get back
together and lived happily ever after.

Shivaji and Saibai:

This one is not a typical love story but definitely
among the top Indian love stories. Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj, the founder of the Maratha Empire was
married young to Saibai, from the Nimbalkar dynasty.
They were married young and Shivaji remained busy in
his conquests but they grew close together' and Saibai
is said to be his favourite wife. They had four children
together. It is said that the last word Shivaji said at his
deathbed was 'Sai'.




Fiction or Fact

We have collected many great fove stories. Now we
can understand that 'why even today Lollywood and
Bollywood continue to make so many love stories. The
Taj Mahal is the symbol of eternal love and embodies
the spirit of romantic love that has been part of the
Indian history since time immemorial. Some of the
stories are fictional but there is no evidence that they
are fictional. However, there are amazing real life
stories as well that are just as good as any fictional tale
of romance. After hearing from participants we did
some research and found some amazing real life love
stories.

Dhola and Maru:

The story of Dhola and Maru comes from
Rajasthan, India. The story is of a prince Dhola and a
princess Maru who are married in childhood. But when
the father of Dhola dies in battle there is no one to
remind him of his marriage. When he grows up he
forgot about Maru and marries Malwani. A group of folk
singers from Maru's hometown of Poogal visited Narwar
and reminded Dhola of his first marriage. He
remembered everything and faced many obstacles,



ROCHDALE
People of a Pakistani background _inake up the
largest minority ethnic group, with 17,200 people

(8.3%).

Rochdale, Town Hall 1892
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astonished to witness, even when it may have been
their own-aspiration-and-dream.

In the 2011 census the population of Rochdale was
211,699 and is made up of approximately 51% females
and 49% males.

The average age of people in Rochdale is 38, while
the median age is also 38.

87.1% of people living in Rochdale were born in
England. Other top answers for country of birth were
4.3% Pakistan, 0.9% Scotland, 0.9% Ireland, 0.8%
Bangladesh, 0.5% India, 0.4% Wales, 0.4% Northern
Ireland, 0.2% Nigeria, 0.2% Zimbabwe.

91.7% of people living in Rochdale speak English.
The other top languages spoken are 2.3% Urdu, 1.2%
Panjabi, 1.0% Bengali, 0.9% Polish, 0.7 % Pakistani
Pahari, 0.3% South Asian Language, 0.2% Portuguese,
0.1% Kurdish, 0.1% Ali other Chinese.

The religious make up of Rochdale is 60.6%
Christian, 18.6% No religion, 13.9% Muslim, 0.3%
Hindu, 0.2% Buddhist, 0.1% Jewish.

12,311 people did not state a religior- 532 people
identified as a Jedi Knight and 51 peo pole said they
believe in Heavy Metal. '

{Rochdale Census Demographics 201 1)



Project

The heritage focus for this project was to look at the
concept of 'Love stories which were told in 1900 till now
in all Indian sub-continents'. There are over twenty folk
lore in love story forms. We concentrated on 14 famous
stories. It was done through oral history interviews with
people from India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and East
Africa, who are all now resident in Rochdale.

The project was carried out by session worker and
five dedicated volunteers:

Attya malik

Nighat Amini

Naseem Waheed

Abdul Samad

Razia Shamim MBE

Rochdale: A settled community of South Asian

families has developed in Rochdale. It has opened
Mosques for worship, and shops and businesses to
cater for food and other necessities. New generations of
young people from Asian families have taken the
opportunity to study in college and universities.

Many of these families have achieved prosperity
that the first generation of immigrants would have been




Multicultural resource Centre

Multicultural Resource Centre exists to develop
community cohesion and raciaj harmony. It also works
to provide information, support and resources to BME
Communities requiring assistance in a culturally
sensitive manner; to develop monitoring Mechanism
which will assist in identifying the effectiveness of those
services. We also deliver projects with issue based
activities, mental health, arts and health and
children/adult abuse. We also provide training and
educational opportunities wherever possible. We have
management committee and pool of freelance session
workers who deliver our projects with the help of paid
staff and volunteers. Activities will enable local people
to accept this diversity, to overcome their fear of
difference and of change. During the sessions session
worker will be promoting dialogue and increase
understanding between faith communities. The
participants will work together and develop some
presentation.

10 Milkstone Place

Rochdale

OL11 3TA

Email: mcrcrochdale@yahoo.co.uk



LOVE STORY

Love is dangerous. In Pakistan and India love is a
common theme within folklore. Most of the stories we
have collected from participants, the lovers in the end
perish while fighting to reach each other. Yet these
characters have lasted through the years and can be
seen in popular Pakistani and Indian culture. Why?
Why do so many movies, songs, stories, and television
shows repeat their legendary tales? Is it the clear
warning that these stories give about love? Yes, but
that is not all. These stories produce rich characters
that reflect the society they live in. Understanding past
society can help future generations learn and accept
"their traditions better. These stories are for every one of
all ages. They are told for their richness in culture as

well as their message of love and tradition.
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