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PREFACE

Asians from the various villages of Surat district, South
Gujarat, India, arrived and settled in Batley, a small
town in West Yorkshire, known for its woollen textile
industry. As a result, a small community of Gujarati
Muslims formed in this valley, surrounded by hills and
mountains all around.

During my research of the community diaspora, I
discovered that there were certain people who possessed
very specific, unusual, likeable and wonderfully
adventurous qualities. They owned the usual Gujarati
traits and habits yet some of their traits stood them
apart from the rest.

I felt that these wonderful individuals should be
highlighted in a booklet, available for future generations
to appreciate that members of such outstanding qualities
existed in our community. I hope that readers will feel
the fragrance of these lost talents that were walking in
our midst in the not too distant past.

Ahmad Lunat Gul
Batley






Life in India:

Anybody who hears that an active farmer, cultivating
over a hundred acres of farmland in India, suddenly
decides to emigrate to the UK, and that at the age of 56,
would be surprised. There were rumours circulating all
around that people emigrating to the UK would have
to conduct hard, manual labour and that only young
people would be able to find jobs in the factories. The
fact that despite his aging physique, Haji Adam Karolia
decided to move to the UK, made a few people wonder
how he would manage.

There were other reasons for him not to come to
Britain, such as the extremely cold weather, and his
total inability to converse in the English language. The
reasons behind his decision to leave India in the face of
all odds may be considered the same as that faced by
today’s farmers in India. His resolve was strengthened
by the extremely hard work all year round, which even
then, could result in failure to make ends meet, with
income less than expenditure resulting in financial
hardship. Ever increasing debts with no sign of exit
from this vicious circle, and the news that even then,
thousands of farmers commit suicide every year to end
their financial plight, would have painted a picture of a
grim future in Adambhai’s mind. This may have been
the catalyst in his resolve in taking such a bold step. He
considered protecting his children from having to face
the hard struggle that he himself faced as a farmer and
taken this difficult step to provide them with a brighter
future.
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During the years 1960-62, many youngsters and middle
aged people came to settle in the UK, and their elders
felt a sense of pride in sending them over. However,
only a select handful of people over the age of 60 were
brave enough to also move here.

Let us talk about Adambhai’s fifty years of life in India
prior to his arrival in the UK. He owned, as mentioned
above, over hundred acres of farm land, harvesting
mainly grains. He also planted fruits and vegetable
— tomatoes, aubergines, chillies, papaya, lentils etc.
Despite such lucrative produce, his life was filled with
constant struggle and hardship.

He maintained strict adherence to his religion and
ensured he prayed daily, kept his fasts in Ramadhan
and read the Quran each morning. These were habits
that he passed on to his children, who also had to read
the Quran every morning. He enjoyed special reverence
with, and maintained strong attachments to senior
scholars of South Gujarat. The great orator, Moulana
Adullah Pal, was a close friend. He also strongly
opposed the blind following of unfounded religious
beliefs and customs. Indeed, there were many shrines
of past saints within the vicinity of our village and
those faithful supporters often visited them throughout
the year. 18 of them were in and around Alipore itself.
One of them was named, surprisingly, ‘The Eighteen
Saints Shrine’.

There are a couple of shrines inside the village itself. A
famous one, Bawta Peer shrine, is located in the middle
of Alipore and adherents celebrated annual gatherings
here, turning it in to a small fair. Youths would gather

6



to sing Ratib, a poem recited by 20 — 25 youths while
playing the instrument. This custom continued for
many years. Adambhai heard from Scholars that this
was a vice, not an Islamic tradition and thus, must be
stopped. Many felt that it was futile to explain this to
the Rateb singers: they simply would not believe them.
Adambhai adopted a different approach.

On one of those nights before the annual festival, youths
gathered and began singing Ratib and playing the
daarya instrument. Adambhai came and began hitting
them, his sudden attack frightening those youths. The
day time Food Fair continued for a few years, only to
cease completely in later years.

His farm land was located in two different villages,
in Kalwach of Gandevi district, and in Dadra along
Vansda Road, two miles from Alipore. His major
farming harvest was in Kalwach but there was constant
nuisance from the local shepherd’s herds of goats and
sheep. He suspected that those shepherds intentionally
brought their herds to graze on his farmland, causing
serious damage to his crops.

Many times he complained to the shepherds that their
sheep were causing much damage to the growing crop,
but they wouldn’t pay heed to his complaints. It was
necessary to stop this ongoing damage. One evening, as
those shepherds were returning home with their herd,
he stopped and told them, “Your goats are damaging
my crops, and despite my multiple warnings, you
continue leaving your unattended herd grazing in my
farms.” The shepherds were not in the mood to listen
to Adambhai’s complaint. He tried his best to explain

7



to them the seriousness of the situation but they just
didn’t care. Perhaps they thought there was no danger
as they were seven while he was alone. Some of them
were armed with scythes and sickles whilst he had only
a stick and his courage.

Without a second thought, he attacked the shepherds,
beating them hard with his stick. The shepherds, not
fathoming this sudden attack, were frightened and
began fleeing as fast as they could. Adambhai was
gifted with strength and courage. The shepherds were
not able to withstand the onslaught and could not
counter.

Dadra’s farming produced a reasonable income from
the sale of aubergines, tomatoes, chillies, okra, etc. This
maintained his economic survival. He had a water well
in his farm and had a pump to draw water. He had
developed a complete irrigation system for all of the
plants and vegetation on his farms. He sold his fruits
and vegetable produce to the wholesalers in Chikhli
market. During mango season, he harvested huge heaps
of mangoes that he also sold to them, yielding a large
sum of cash for him.

At times, the water pump failed. He would take it
for repairs to the Engineering workshop in Bilimora’s
Gohar bagh, or he would travel there to buy replacement
parts. Occasionally, Gulam and I would accompany
him to Bilimora, travelling by horse cart in those days.
An incident occurred once when I accompanied him
to Bilimora. There is a small township along the road
between Bilimora and Chikhli. Huge trees lined both
sides of the road, and travellers would rest in their
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shade. There were also a couple of shops, and fruit
hawker’s stalls.

A generous donor had erected a free drinking water
supply hut for thirsty travellers, manned by a lady
employee. As we approached the water hut, I asked
Adambhai to stop the horse cart so we, feeling thirsty,
could drink water. The cart stopped and myself and
Gulam leaped for water, and without asking anything,
we picked up water mugs to help ourselves. Seeing
this assault on her water vessels, the hut tender came
running, shouting aloud, ‘Oh No! These untouchables
have touched my water vessel and made it unclean.
These vessels have been made useless. What will
happen now?” She went on and on, shouting and
swearing at us.

Hearing the commotion, a few bystanders came
running towards us and we feared the worst beating by
these wayfarers. Adambhai, waiting in the horse cart,
saw how frightened we appeared, and by the shouts
directed at us, he realised we were surely in trouble. He
came down fast, with a loud roar, ‘hold on. Don’t you
touch these boys.” The hut tender cried, ‘they caused a
loss to us. These vessels are rendered useless. I'll have
to throw them away.’

‘How much do they cost?” asked Adamabhai. ‘A rupee
and a half,” she replied. Adambhai immediately gave
her the money and off we went, without drinking even
a sip of water.



Life in Britain:

Although emigration from Alipore to the UK began in
1954, and many people arrived by 1959, the mass exodus
happened during 1960 — 1962. The reason behind this
was the announcement by the British Government of the
cessation of Britain being a Free Port, and compulsory
entry visa requirements for all new arrivals after June
1962. People of all ages, young and old, tried extremely
hard to enter before the closing date.

Adambhai also decided that he must move to Britain
at any cost. He asked his son Ebrahim to join him on
his journey to Britain, even though his two sons, Gulam
and Ebrahim, had tried unsuccessfully to make this
journey two years previously and had reached as far
as Iraq before being sent back to India. In 1961, he
successfully arrived in the UK with his son Ebrahim.
Haji Ebrahim, helped him to settle down in Britain in
those difficult early days.

Adambhai purchased a four bedroom house, 17
Ashworth Road, near Vulcan Road, Dewsbury. On my
arrival in Britain, I also had the opportunity to consider
that house my first abode here.

In those days, people found jobs mainly in textile
industries. The pay scale was very low — a mere £6 to
£8 weekly wage for a 40 to 50 hours working week. It
was almost impossible for the older workers to find a
job. Textile machines required operators to work at very
high speeds, which suited young, energetic workers.
Adambhai was unable to find a job in a textile factory. He
was strong, brave, and intelligent. He started thinking
of ways of earning a livelihood without depending on
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the textile industry. As the proverb goes, “‘where there
is a will, there is a way.” Adambhai’s large house could
accommodate 6 or 7 lodgers, with each paying a rent
of £1 a week. That was insufficient, so he continued
planning ways to increase his income.

There was a laundrette operating from an old building
on Bradford Road, Batley (the site where Dixon Hall
was built later). Adambhai took an interpreter with him
and presented himself before the lady laundry operator,
asking for a job. He got the weekend job, collecting dirty
laundry from people’s homes, washing and ironing the
clothes and then delivering them back the following
day. Immigrants, having left their wives back in India,
were mostly single, and working 6 or 7 days a week,
didn’t have time to wash their dirty clothes. Adambhai
gave them an easy way out.

Adambhai purchased a second hand pram and went
door to door walking, collecting dirty laundries, and
returning them after washing and ironing. Each house
had 6 or 7 working people living there, so there were
enough clothes from only 7 or 8 houses to keep him
busy, and provide him with a commission of £5 — £6
per weekend for his collection and delivery job. Thus,
from these two sources of income, renting rooms and
laundry service, Adambhai cleared £16 - £17 per week,
whereas others often only earnt half that amount after
working 50 hours a week.

Earning double, yet being free on weekdays, he
considered how he could enhance his income further.
He kept asking everybody if they knew of a job for him.
By sheer luck, he met a man who informed him of a
job harvesting potatoes. Digging potatoes in farm land
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in cold, wet, and windy open fields - the job would be
difficult for anyone from a hot country. “‘Would you
be able to do the job?” The man asked, and Adambhai
replied spontaneously, ‘Yes, why not? After all,  am a
farmer with life long experience in harvesting.’

Despite all of the odds, Adambhai began this job of
digging potatoes in those harsh conditions. The hourly
rate was 2 shillings (10 pence), earning £1 a day for
ten hours daily work, Monday to Friday, Adambhai
therefore amassed a further £5 per week digging
potatoes. This was his third source of income, totalling
£17 per week. Adambhai was earning, despite his old
age and limited vocabulary, thrice the amount earned
by the young and fit textile workers.

Adambhai adapted well to his harsh working conditions.
Exposure to severe cold, windy, wet weather caused his
feet and arms to ache. So when he came home tired and
exhausted, he would soak his feet in a tub filled with hot
water. That gave him relief from feet ache so he could
resume his daily domestic chores of cooking his dinner,
and then retiring to bed, only to wake the following
morning to start the day again. I believe Adambhai was
the first and the last Gujarati person to work in an open
farm in Batley in such harsh conditions.

As an example of his foresight, I quote this fascinating
story. I married his daughter in 1962. Aside from that, he
was my mother’s maternal uncle, so we enjoyed a close
relationship between our households. A few months
after my marriage, he wrote me a letter, mentioning
that there was an English medium convent school in
Bilimora, a city 9 miles from Alipore. He wanted me
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to enrol his three sons, Yusuf, Musa, and Hasan, in
that school as he wanted them to come to Britain after
a couple of years. If they learnt the English language,
they would not face any difficulties studying in the
schools here. It would help them academically if they
learnt the language before their arrival in Britain.

He must have known of the many problems associated
with three young children having to travel daily by bus,
far from their home just to learn the English language.
Yet, his foresight forced him to do just that for the sake
of his children’s bright future. Hundreds of people
arrived in Britain from my town and its vicinity, and
their families later joined them, but nobody ever thought
to educate and equip their children with the English
language before their entry to the UK by sending them
to a distant English medium school. Adambhai was the
only one who thought of his children’s future in this
way, even though he was thousands of miles away from
them. In fact, not many knew in those days that this
English medium school existed in Bilimora. I followed
his instructions and was able to admit his children in
Bilimora’s English medium school, and they continued
making daily trips to that school right up until they
arrived in Britain. Such an idea may have crossed the
minds of many, but only a foresighted person like
Adambhai would have put such thought in to practice.

As we mentioned, he suffered continual financial
hardship and struggle in supporting his family. Many
times he was forced to borrow money from friends and
relatives to make ends meet. Usually he would repay
his loans on time, but occasionally he fell behind. His
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debt was not usually a massive amount, maybe only
Rs. 25,000 to Rs. 30,000, yet he would always take all
possible steps to ensure timely repayment. A debt of
a meagre £5 was also a very heavy load on his mind.
He was a living example of honesty, responsibility, and
trustworthiness.

In 1965, my father returned home to India from South
Africa. Adambhai sent a long letter to my wife, his
daughter, and wrote that she would receive some
money after a few weeks which was to be distributed as
detailed in the letter. He also asked her to welcome my
father to live with her. The list contained names with
amounts ranging from Rs. 5 to Rs. 500. The instruction
was to repay all those creditors or their surviving
relatives the amount he had borrowed from them as
listed.

Not many would keep such detailed information of
their creditors, and be so mindful to go that far to repay
such little amounts. It was so surprising to learn that
he had taken the list of his lenders with him to Britain,
he hadn’t forget them and made all attempts to repay
them as quickly as he could. Indeed, my father and
my wife went to every house he listed and carefully
repayed all of his lenders as instructed. Some of the
lenders had died, so their surviving relatives were
paid the sum. Many of them, seeing the small amount,
refused to accept the money and requested that it be
paid to charity. All of them praised Adambhai for his
honesty and trustworthiness. There will be few who
would make note of loans of such meagre amounts as
Rs. 5, and intend to repay as soon as it was possible.
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Adambhai repaid his loans and left a lesson for us all
that no matter how small the loan is, it has to be and
must be repaid as soon as possible.

By 1964, all members of his family came to the UK
except his eldest son, who was married and had three
children in India. They were not able to get a visa to
travel. He constantly thought and worried about their
future, for he knew how difficult it would be to earn
a good living from farming. How could those farms’
yield be sufficient for his son and his family? This
question kept him worried constantly. One day, he
learned that the British government had created forms
allowing employers to recruit workers from abroad
for settlement, as long as the employer provided a
signed guarantee. He tried everything he could to get
his employer at the laundry to sign the form, however,
due to his poor English he just could not make her
understand. He kept on trying for many weeks, until
one day she asked him to bring an interpreter so she
could understand what he wanted. He took Fakirbhai
Daji with him who succeeded in explaining to her what
he wanted. She agreed to sign the form. His son and
family obtained a visa on the basis of this guarantee
and they too finally arrived in the UK. It would have
been difficult to find anybody who worried as much
about their children’s futures whilst making constant
efforts for them, and that too at such a senior age.

Adambhai owned many farms in the Kalwach village
of Gandewi district. He needed to visit the District
Revenue Officer, Mamlatdar, regularly to solve any
problems he faced in cultivating his farms. Because of his
friendly nature, he had developed a good relationship
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with government officers over the years, who in turn
respected him.

Adamabhai developed a very friendly relationship with
Jagdishbhai Sisodiya, ever since he had taken on the
job of Mamlatdar. Jagdishbhai belonged to the Royal
Rajput community and his personality exhibited Royal
features. He would always greet people with a smile
on his face. He respected Adambhai as an elder of the
community and referred to him as Adamkaka.

A couple of years after Adambhai’s arrival in Britain,
Jagdishbhai wrote a letter asking if there was scope for
him to settle in the UK. In other words, he was asking if
he should leave his position of responsibility in search
of an adventure. Adambhai understood Jagdishbhai’s
intention, and sent a welcoming reply, writing, ‘Britain
is a country suitable for those who can do hard work.
There are many opportunities for progress for hard
working people. This is a good, justice loving country,
and a country that appreciates hard workers. I request
that you must come. Another piece of advice for you
is that you have an excellent job, so don’t terminate
it. Instead, come here on a long leave from your job.
Initially, newly arrived people are unable to bear the
severe cold weather, but they get used to it as time
passes. I own a house and its doors are wide open
for you. In case you don’t like it here, you can always
return to your present job in India.’

Reading the reply, Jagdishbhai felt as if one of his own
family members was calling him over to the UK. He
made the decision to come and within two months,
had arrived in Dewsbury, only two weeks after my
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own arrival. Having an educational background, we
became close friends in a very short time. After having
lived with us for just 2 or 3 weeks, Jagdishbhai went
to visit his relatives in Ashton-under-Lyne, a suburb
of Manchester in Lancashire. He was informed that in
Oldham, a nearby town, there were new night shift job
roles advertised, and the manager was looking for an
educated Asian worker. His relative arranged a meeting
between Jagdish and the manager and Jagdishbhai
succeeded in getting the night shift Manager role. There
were about a dozen unemployed Asians in Batley and
Dewsbury in search of jobs. With his newly acquired
position, Jagdishbhai offered night shifts to all of them.
My brother Ismail and I were among them.

Although Jagdishbhai is no longer alive with us, his
children made great progress and became well regarded
within the Oldham area as a respected family. The root
of all their progress lies with Adambhai, who blew the
spirit of hope into Jagdishbhai in those early days.
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