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| was engaged within three months of my mum'’s arrival in
Pakistan. | got married and stayed in Pakistan for four years.
After this, we decided to move England. | came to UK in
1967, by then | had two boys. We landed in London and
came to live in Rochdale. | started working in 1968 in a mill
on early shift. Then-| had two more children in Rochdale,
Birch Hill Hospital. | worked in the mill for 17 years. After
working a long time at mills | and my husband decided to
buy a newsagent shop. It was a very tough job at the time
as it starts from early morning at 5:00am till late at 8pm
night time. | had to get up early to receive Newspapers and
then assign the delivery rounds. We employed six boys to
deliver papers at the time. So managing them at 6.30am is
quite a challenge. | managed our shop for 22 years then we
decide to take early retirement from it. It was hard work but
my husband and | enjoyed it. | made a lot of friends from
this shop. | respected them a lot. My husband was not well
at the time of closing our business. My husband passed
away. | was introduced to mind group after few year later.
Then some time later a friend asked me to join age concern
group. | did both groups once a week. | enjoyed meeting
friends. | still do. We are like a family now. | have been to a
few places with my group. | wouldn't have seen these places

on my own. | like making friends and visiting places.
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and then when myfather left for Pakistan with my mother, |
joined the Kenya Police.l married and my wife Safiaand |
went on throughoutKenya on transfer .| have masha'Allah
three daughters who studied in Kenya and later settled_'in
U.K.and Canada.My wife and | have come to stay in
U.K.where we enjoy all the facilities and of course the cold
weather during the winter time. It is my earnest request to all
who have come to settle in U.K.to fully co-operate with the
government and enjoyall the benefits including their religion
which the locals fully respect.May | say in the
end’KwaherikuOnana',the Kiswahili version of 'Bye Bye' until

next time.
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Mohammad Salim & Safia Salim

I ' was born in India, in the city of Philoor. | have been a
healthy child and very active. | learnt my Holy book Quran
Shariff, when | was six year old, and we had aameen
(achievement) party soon after. We had to travel to Pakistan
in 1947. We travelled by horse cart. It was my mum, dad,
grandmother and three brothers. We were three brothers
and one sister when we came to Lahore and stayed in the
hotel for few days. We then found out that we have some
relatives in Lahore. They took us to their home and then we
started living with them. My father went to Kenya for work

soon after we arrived in Lahore.

One year later he sent us a visa for Kenya and we travelled
by a steam boat, which took us a week to reach Mombasa.
My father was waiting there for us at Mombasa port. Once
again we were united after one year. We stayed in
Mombasa for one night and went to Nairobi the next day. |
stayed in Nairobi for a long time and completed all my
education there. Then my mum came to Pakistan and she

decided to arrange my marriage.
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my main income | also sell my work and Insha'Allah one day
will have my own shop selling my work.

After all my studying | got married at the age of 28 to my
cousin in Glasgow. My wife, along with my 4 year old son

lives with me and my family in Halifax.

| was asked where | call home. Was it Pakistan or England?
It took me a while to answer this as Pakistan is where | was
born and where so many of my family members still live. |
would like to think of both places as equal as they both hold
such good memories, however on practical grounds, I'd
have to say England as it holds so many more opportunities

for me and my family.
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Anonymous

| was born in Kisumu,Kenya. My parents who had come to
the country during the building of the rail line from Mombasa
to Uganda .This was a great time during which many
Indians came to Kenya in search ofemployment and
business. The Punjabis and others came and got
employment in the government run by the British. Mainly
Gujrati followed and opened up businesses.In the
beginning, Asians came with the intention to stay in the
country for few years and then return to the country of their
origin. But as time went on, many stayed in the country
during which they opened up educational institutions and
later on produced doctors, magistrates,policemen and even
barbers.The local Africans had their own villages and
followed their own traditions. | studied in AllididinaVisram
High School in Mombasa .This school run by Indian
teachers developed many who later qualified to be doctors,
lawyers and accountants.| and many more of my friends left

the school after having gone through Senior Cambridge.

For few years | joined my father in his plumbing business



38

Ghulam Farid

My name is GhulamFarid -I was born on 21 November 1978
in Mirpur, AZAAD Kashmir, | am the eldest of 2 brothers and
2 sisters.

| started school at the age of 5 here, | learnt Urdu and very
basic English. The classroom where full to bursting. Children
used to sit outside in the courtyard. We were all very
enthusiastic to learn and better ourselves from a young age
we'd learnt that education would help us get a better head

start in the world.

At the age of 11, | moved to Glasgow with my family, | do
not remember the journey very much but | do recall that as
soon as we arrived at the airport my cousin bought me a
can of Lilt, it was a bitter but had a sweet taste. Till this day
this drink reminds me of my first English experience of
England.

In Glasgow | attended a language centre to better my
English before | could attend a mainstream school. In those

days bi-lingual classroom assistants did not exist.
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6 months later when | started school | could not believe how
many courses were available compared to the school I'd
attended in Pakistan. To be able to sit on chairs instead of
the floor was even a luxury. The school consisted mainly of
Pakistani a'Lnd Arab pupils | was only here for 5 weeks before
we moved to Halifax where | had more relatives and a family

business that my father could help run.

By the time | started secondary school | had picked up the
language and was achieving high grades: there was a lot to
learn if | wanted to do well. | studied every day to achieve
my goal of becoming someone my family would be proud of.
I did well at school and went onto study chemistry at
Bradford University.

Having finished at Bradford University | still felt there was
something missing, | came from a religious family and my
deen was very important to me, | felt there was something
bigger than this materialist world we live in and so decided
to study Arabic at Leeds University. | studied this to get a
better understanding of my religion. Having completed this it
had opened up a lot of avenues for me.From a very young
age | was always interested in calligraphy, | found Arabic
calligraphy was not very well know in this county so |
mastered the art of Arabic calligraphy and now | teach this in
secondary schools and at Leeds University. Although this is
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to Scotland as it was to England.

| stayed with my in-laws for 5 years these times where not
easy and | found it very difficult trying to fit into a new family
and adapt to the western culture. However | was fonunéte f
never experienced any animosity. |1 found the people in
Scotiand friendly a_lia very accommodating, and with
working in the shop | soon picked up speaking English.
Business was Alhamdolillah doing well. | eventually had
enough money to expand the family business and it wasn't
long before we had established a respectable thriving

business

As time went on the community started to develop. More
people from Pakistanarrived, it wasn't long after that a
masjid was built close by where | started to teach Arabic to
the children. | soon became a respectable member of the
local community and thrived knowing | could assist and help

people.

It was a complete culture shock coming to England, leaving
behind some of my family, friends and the familiar
surroundings | had grown to love and was so used to. | use
to think that many people (regardless of age or gender) feel
very nervous and apprehensive about moving to a different
county. | feel | adapted quickly to the change of

environment. To be honest before | started teaching at the
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masjid, a majority of my time was spent building up the
family business. | am proud and pleased that | did work as
hard as | did, as today Alhamdollillah my family are still

running this business and we live a comfortable life.

Life was difficult in Pakistan the amenities were very limited,
Scotland provided and opened up a whole new set of
opportunities for me. | feel | can call Scotland my home
where it gives me great joy in seeing my children and their
siblings around me. | thank Allah (swt) for all that | have

been blessed with.

b
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send money to my family in Pakistan to help them.

As years have passed | find living in Rochdale has changed
in many ways. It has become very multi-cultural with a lot
more variety of shops opening. It makes me feel sad when |
see that our culture is being watered down but | understand

people need to change with times.

Initially | missed Pakistan dearly, | missed my family the
freedom to speak Punjabi in public and not feel out of place.
Once | got married and had my three children | felt Rochdale
become home. | do have the best of both worlds as | speak
to family in Pakistan on a weekly basis and visit them every

few years.

If I was given the choice again to either live in Pakistan or
England | would choose to live in England, as here | got
married and had three children. It also meant | could help
my family back in Pakistan.

| have many happy memories of Pakistan but when | look
back at my life my happiest memories are where | am today
with my wife and family. May Allah continue blessing me

with fond and wonderful times with my family.
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Mohammed Ajmal

My name is Mohammed Ajmal Tariq. | was born in Multan
Pakistan. | am 56 years old and | am the eldest of my 4
brothers and 2 sisters. My life in Pakistan was enjoyable and
relaxed. Like most families we lived by our means and were

content with what we had.

[ lived in Pakistan for 28 years. | didn't go to school much
and spent most of my day spending time with friends,

wasting my life away.

At the age of 28 | came to Scotland. Some of my family had
already settled and were running grocery businesses. |
knew when | got there | would also be working in the family
business. Although | was somewhat apprehensive to leave
behind my familiar surroundings, | was looking forward to

what life held for me in England.

The journey was long and tiring. | travelled with my dad's
brother and his son. We landed at Heathrow airport and

then travelled to Scotland. It felt the journey was just as long
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I was nervous and scared to leave what | knew as home, |
remember the day | left my sisters, aunties and the family.
They hugged me and cried so much I felt like | was
abandoning them, but knew that being the eldest, | had to

do this as my father thought this was best for me.

Once we arrived in England, my cousin's family picked us
up and we came to Rochdale. | had to wait a few months as

I'd not turned sixteen.

My uncle got me a job in a cotton factory which was walking
distance from where | lived, | felt so out of place | didn't
know much English but my co-workers were very patient
and helpful. For five years | worked nights, checking the
machines from 10.00 p.m till 6 00 a.m and 1 used to get paid

£5.50 a week.

At the age of nineteen | also got a day job working in my
cousin's garage from 800 a.m fill 630 pm. | watched and

learnt from my cousin how to fix cars.

In 1971 my father and two brothers came to Rochdale from
Pakistan, together we rented a house. Although there were
still not many Pakistani people in Rochdale at the time, the
area we moved into had more Pakistanis than many other

areas in Rochdale.
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By the age of 22 | had left the factory and started
concentrating on developing a business with my cousin in
the motor trade. | started to pick up English which made it

easy communicating with customers and in everyday life.

A year later | was told | was getting married but | was not
allowed to see my wife. A month after | was told about this, |
was stood at Rochdale Town Hall getting married. It was a
small intimate ceremony.

I soon settled into married Iife. Initially my two brothers and
father lived with me and my wife. A year later, one of my
brothers moved to Germany and my father was offered a job

in Birmingham and so he moved

A year later | had saved enough money to put a deposit
down for a house (in which my eldest daughter her husband
and two children live now)

Within a few years | became the father of three children
Two girls and a boy. | settled into life having my own
garage, not having to answer to a boss and knowing all the
hours | put into work was going to benefit my family was

rewarding.

When | first moved to Rochdale there was only one
Pakistani store ‘Hajj store'. | never found it difficult to settle

in England, as it gave me a proud feeling knowing | could
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Mohammed Yur_las

| was born in Eldora, Kenya in 1950; | am the eldest of
seven siblings. We lived in a moderate sized house, with a
garden flourishing with flowers and chickens running
around. | used to enjoy running around playing with my
brothers and sisters and spending time going out with my
granddad -who was a respectable, authoritative figure in the

community.

We all went to a mix school, my sisters wore dresses and |
wore grey shorts, a white shirt and red tie, the head master
was Master Sharma he was an amazing man, | can still
recall the wild and wonderful stories he used to share with

us.

At home my father worked long hours as an engineer, it was
a good job that paid well, due to the long hours he worked,
this started causing arguments with my mum and dad. At
the age of nine my mum left us and | never heard from her

again till many years later.
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My father tried his best with us but found it very difficult
juggling work and looking after us all, it was decided that we
all move to Pakistan, we went in a ship with all our
belongings, the journey from Mombasa to Karachi seaport
took twenty-one days. From there we took a train to Lahore,
it felt never ending and | was excited to meet family | had

only ever heard of.

We stayed with my dad's sister and her husband. Life was
good in Pakistan being around family, sitting and eating
together felt good. | missed the love of my mother dearly,
my aunty tried here best to show us the love of a mother
that we all missed out. | loved her with all my heart but being
ten at the time | did not appreciate all that she did for us at
the time. Once | became established myself in England. |

went back to meet her many times.

In Pakistan | hardly went to school, | found it difficult to read
and write. The teachers were very strict and often beat me
with sticks. By the age of fourteen | left school completely. |
spent my next year and a half seeking work to help provide

for the family.

By the age of fifteen and a half my Father decided to send
me to England with my cousin. | was sad to leave all my
family behind, but also felt a sense of responsibility to help

provide for the family.
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I now lived with my husband and his brother in a different
part of Rochdale, My husband carried out his duties of a

dutiful husband, but | couldn't help sometimes feeling

~ isolated and alone as he worked long hours at Arrow Mill, by

the time he would come home he would be too tired to want
to talk and communicate much, | use to look forward to the

weekend, when he would take me to see my family.

A year later my beautiful daughter was born, then my son
and another daughter. | had been blessed with three
wonderful children. My life became worthwhile | felt | had a

reason to smile, | relished in being a mother.

I never studied in England or socialized much. It wasn't until
my children started nursery that | began to make my own
friends and started to socialize, occasionally going into town.
As | never learnt to drive my husband would take me
shopping. Initially | felt very isolated, as | could not
understand English and found the shopkeepers would talk
loud and slowly to me, as time went by | learnt to speak and

read English.

Over the past 39 years, Rochdale has become a very
multicuitural place to live, although some of my fondest
memories remain in Kenya and Pakistan, | call Rochdale my
home, as it is where my family are, and to me my home is

where the heart is, and mine is with my wonderful family,
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called home and once loved so much that held so many
wonderful, fond memories had to be left behind. | knew they
would always remain in my heart.

*

At the age of 13 we moved to Pakistan, we travelled by ship
it was exciting and—}ﬁhought upon this as a new adventure.
We stayed in a small-village called MiahChanu, zilla Multan,
nearby lived my aunties and uncles, it wasn't easy getting
used to a different culture, not having the same freedom as |
felt | had in Nairobi. | stayed in Pakistan for 3 years, just as |
felt | was adapting to life here, my father decided it was time

to move, this time to a completely different unknown

country. England...

My father went first, he was there for a year working in a
cotton mill and sending money'back to Pakistan for us to

survive, we missed him dearly, and a year later he ;alled us

over.

The journey from Pakistan to England was by far the longest
journey | felt | had ever taken, it was June 1965, | remember
arriving there and seeing the woman wearing short
revealing clothes. Everything felt completely different | felt
sick to the stomach all | wanted to do was run back home.
The people, the atmosphere the noises and even the smell

in the environment was different.

) e ——

27

A man with my father's friend picked us up. We drove for
what seemed like days. | now lived in a smaller house, with

a smaller garden and less greenery around then what | was
use to, in a town called Rochdale.

| feltqenclosed and found it difficult to adapt to this new
lifestyle. Gone were the days | could run across to see my
aunty and friends. | never used to go out much, my days

were spent cooking and cleaning. My only bits of sanctuary
were the books | used to read.

My father had made many friends here and seemed quite
settled, occasionally he would take us all to the park or we
would go to visit family friends.

In 1973 at the age of 23, | remember my mother asking me
to look outside the window discreetly; two smart looking
men stood talking to my father, unaware of the fact | was
spying on them. My mother asked me to choose one of the
two, | was taken aback, and | knew from the start that | was
going to spend the next chapter of my life with.

Months later | was told | was going to marry the man id seen
outside the house, the marriage was a small intimate
ceremony that took place in the house. | was heartbroken
when | had to say good bye to my family to start my life with
a complete stranger. Somebody | hadn't even spoken to, |
knew my life would never be the same again.
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My misfortunes have made me a strong person and my

duas are that | have passed this onto my children and

grandchildren. -

England is now my Tigme as my family are here. No longer
am | the vulnerable timid new bride who came to what at the
time was a strange country. Today | have been blessed with
wonderful children and grandchildren.

Although the loss of my loved ones remains with me, my

family keeps me smiling and | am grateful everyday for what

| have.
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Rizwana Begum

| was born In Nairobi, Kenya 8th November 1949, | am the
eldest of seven siblings, | had a very content and happy
childhood, with wonderful memories playing during the day
in the fields with my brother, sisters and friends and in the

evening helping my mother with household chores.

I 'went to an ‘all Muslim girl's school', | used to feel so proud
when | would wear my blue and white uniform, and | studied
until the age of ten, then we’ moved to Nukuoro. It wasn't the
same there, | missed my teacher and school friends, | never
went to school again and | was left at home with my mother,
father and siblings, helping looking after them. My life had
changed and although | missed studying | got used to my

new routine and was at peace.

In 1962 trouble started emerging, blacks started harassing
the non native people, the place | had grown to love wasn't
the same anymore and there was a sense of animosity in
the air. My father who was a foreman at the train station

talked about moving to Pakistan. To leave the country | had
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the time, my husband was already in England he had been
married before, | was apprehensive about what was
expected of me and if I'd get compared to his first wife. And
what kind of mother | would be to my husband's two children
from his previous marriage. b
At the age of fifteen Iis‘_aid a painful good bye to my family,
there was so much con}usion, I was terrified of the unknown
future. | wanted to scream out, ask so many questions
before the big move but fright and | guess respect for my
elders took over and | remained silent, leaving unanswered
questions inside me, | knew this was my best option. My
only option. | masked away my fears, when | saw how
excited the family was that | was going to go to England, it
was what everyone wanted in those days, and it was a
prestigious event. | wanted to make my families happiness
become reality.

Back in England my husband had already bought a house
for which at the time four hundred pounds was a lot of
money. The mortgage was one pound fifty.

It was so different from Gujarat and India, the house no
longer had swings outside the porch, with green lawns over
looking me anymore.

The house was small and so close to the house next door,
there was no luxury carpet just cold lino, everything felt so
different, there were no helpers any more to help wash the

e t—— —— — .
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clothes and cook the food. | remember the water used to be
bitterly cold it had to be heated on the log fire to wash the
clothes. There was always éo much work to do in the house,
cooking cleaning looking after my husband and his two
children who | grew to love dearly as my own. | went on to

have three more children.

I live with the memory everyday of spending six wonderful
weeks with my beautiful daughter Jannatul Al Firdos, who
died what in today's day is known as cot death.

Living in a strange environment was difficult, people were
curious about who we where. | was blessed with lovely
neighbours although there was a language barrier, the
ladies used to come over for morning tea, although | did not
understand much to begin with but through hand gestures
and body language the communication became easier.
These ladies became my good friends. | improved my
English and they got to taste food they'd never eaten before.

My life has had a lot of difficulties throughout | have lost
most of my siblings with one sister left. | believe my dear
husband and parents watch over me and my remaining
family from the heavens above.

| visit my sister once or twice a year in India; we thoroughly
enjoy each other's company and spend many hours talking

about our childhood days.
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Anonymous

| am a converting Muslim from Lahore Pakistan. The person
| loved was a Muslim. | got married in Pakistan and then
came here. | am still very active for my age and | aliow ﬁ’ly
daughters to cook all types of Asian and English food. | like
to wear a white sari aé%is is what my mother used to wear.
Maintaining traditions is gﬁll an important part of my life.

| attend mosque regularly and teach the children to read
Qur'an. It was hard at first to adopt this new religion but it is
now a part of everyday life for me. As you can imagine, |
hold many memories, some of which are unpleasant. The
memory that is always with me, are the images of my family.

Those may always remain just images too.

e
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Zulekha Adam

| was born 1 January 1948 in a place called Bombay as it
was known in those days, today people know it better as

Mumbai.

| along with my ten sisters and two brothers lived in a town
called Goragoan, the house we lived in was of a moderate
size, with eight rooms and a large white porch. | along with
my brothers and sisters went to school in Mumbai, here |
learnt Urdu and English as at home we spoke Guijarat.

My days at school were stress free and carefree. At the age
of ten we moved to Gujarat to a place called Kanthoria, the
school here was different; here | learnt Gujarat and English,

life felt good and | was happy.

Not many years later 10th October 1967 | had my
nikahceremony; it wasn't a lavish celebration with all my
family and friends around me. All my expectations of my big
day had become a distant memory. | was young and naive
and very frightened as to what was happening, my nikah

took place through telegraph, as there were no phones at
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when they visited us, the apparent wealth of the country

convinced them that the education here would be much

better.

At home, we speak Urdu as this is our mother tongue.‘of
which we are proud of, | have done my utmost to ensure
that the children also sﬁéak this language.

It is important that tradition is kept alight in our family
especially since we live so far away from Pakistan. This

applies to clothing and food too.

We go to the local mosque as a family and | am very happy
as | can pray 5 times a day. When | first came over here, |
really missed Karachi because there was a particular
mosque that family and | went to all our lives. Attending the
mosque in Rochdale seemed strange and it was a very
daunting experience. However, | have made many friends,

which settled me in.

| meet and talk to a lot of people that come to the shop and
this is where | make most of my friends. Hence, whenever |
walk down the street, | always recognise someone and end

up talking to them for a long time.

Throughout my time in Pakistan, | have accumulated many
memories that | often share with my wife and children.

Where is my home? England is my Home.
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Asghar Khan —

| was born in Karachi in 1948. | came to England as |
wanted my two sons to go into computing and hence, when
they were 10 and 12, | brought my family to England. | could
see a better future for them here and had been convinced

by many relatives that this was the place to be.

It was sad to make that plane journey because | didn't want
to leave my parents, my brothers and sisters. My sons had
many cousins too whom they were very close to as they had
all grown up together. But | could tell that in the long run,

this would be the best option.

Many of my friends who | knew when | was little had come
over to Rochdale in the olden days as there were cotton
mills and they were thus, able to get a job because it was
cheap labour. They strongly recommended this place, as it

was very much like home.

As far as | can remember, my family had lived in Pakistan all

their lives so migrating to England was fairly difficult for me.
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At first, they did not approve of my idea believing me to be
ungrateful and ashamed of my country. | managed to open
their eyes but it took time for them to see things the way |

saw them.

| found Tt strange whenr | came to England as | believed that
there wouldn't be many Asians here. | had this image of a
purely white community society with typical Western
ideologies. However, | have since seen that this is not the
case and that is why | have carried on living here. | have
lived in the same area since | came over in 1970 and have

since noticed how at home | feel.

| studied in Pakistan until | was 18. My family couldn't
support me any further as my parents had 9 other children
to look after so | helped run the family business. When |
arrived in England, | didn't pursue my education further and

instead, concentrated on my sons.

| knew a bit of English from the start but since my sons go to
university, they speak a lot of English to each other and

being constantly around them, | tend to pick it up.

The rest of my family is still in Pakistan - none of them
wanted to come to England. They didn't understand why |
wanted to and they believed it was because | wasn't proud

of what Pakistan had become. This was not the case and
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Anonymous -

| speak little English but | can speak Urdu as well as
Punjabi. As I'm on my own, | cook what | like. It is mostly
Asian food but | do like experimenting with different styles. |
don't really class myself as a practising Muslim but | do
believe in God. However, | do not like to define it any
further. | pray but | don't attend mosque. I'm a fairly quiet

person and have a few close friends who come around very

often.
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Suresh Mistry

| am not a holy religious man but when accompanied with
friends, | do visit the temple and pray as | feel at peace then.
| am a Hindu and believe in the religion whole-heartedly.
Sometimes, | do wish that | had more time but there just
aren't enough hours in the day to work, read and then pray
in a temple. This is why | have set up a small shrine at
home.

The memories of India that | have are always pleasant. The
values that | learnt have stayed with me throughout my life.
Back home, family played a big part in my life and for this
reason, | do visit India a lot just to make sure | am in touch.
Therefore, the memories that | have continue to live on as |

adopt the lifestyle as soon as | land on Indian soil.
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Razia Banu —

At

Over the past few years, my memories of Pakistan have
often intensified as | find myself comparing the way | was
brought up, to the way that the children in this society are.
There is a lot less discipline nowadays, and this can be said

to be both beneficial and a hindrance.
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Muhammad Ashraf

| was born in Pakistan in 1941. | decided to come over to
England as my children, who settled here, asked for my wife
and Ito come. They had settled here as they acknowledged
that their respective careers would receive a significant
boost if they did. | came to Rochdale in 1996.

The journey took less time than | thought and | slept most of

the way. | was also looking forward to seeing my
grandchildren most of the time. | came to Rochdale as all
my children had settled here with their families.




10

Anonymous

| like the British Government's social services. The help and
support they offer to unemployed and disabled peoplé€.
Nowadays racism and discrimination is no good for us. |
have been very active iﬂr;my community. | have offered my
voluntary services as an interpreter. | was a secretary and |
am a member of the Kutchi Muslim Association. | was quite
active in politics of Blackburn as well. Now, because of my
age | am retired and | am spending more and more time

with my family and also offering my prayers to Allah.

Future of Asian people is good in Britain, provided they
come forward and take educational opportunities, which are

available in this country.

s¥® A view of the road from Nairobi to Arusha -Tanzania
AT
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Sagib Ali

When | first moved to England, | found that the lack of
culture was hard to comprehend. There seemed to be such
a mixture of identities that | didn't know what it meant to be
a true British. This did not bother me however, as aithough |
was keen to integrate, | wanted to preserve my Pakistani
identity. Although | spoke good English, | found the Northern
accent very difficult to interpret. The speed at which people
spoke was also very fast and hard for me to follow.
However, after a couple of months, | was used to it and |
haven't had any problems as yet.

| have built up a huge memory bank over the years and
especially remember the friends | made in Pakistan. It is
difficult to stay in touch but e-mail has greatly helped me,

which | have learned from my grandson.




Muhammad Youn_us

Yes, | remember the partition of India/Pakistan in1947. The
whole village celebrated the Indian & Pakistan
Independence Day together. In fact, Pakistan's Founding
Father and Father of Nation Mr Mohammed Ali Jinnah who
is also known as Quaid-E-Azam came to a nearby village

Alipur in1946

In 1955, | decided to come to the UK. | came to Blackburn
first with my family. | worked in the Imperial Cotton Mill. |
also worked at the India Mill, Darwen then in 1975 | came to

Rochdale. The wage was £28.00 per week.

In Britain, | like the Health services and the government you

support when you are not working or when you are ill.

[




not change but concept of home might. We can create

better communities if we all - and | mean all strongly believe ‘

that England is our Home and our neighbour's pain is our

pain.
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Abdul Ghaffar

I speak most of the African languages, but mainly | can
speak Chichewa, Kachhi, and English. | have two sons and
one daughter. They are all very well settied here with the
blessings of Aliah.

When we came, the housing conditions were very bad. We
had to use public bath facilities. But community relations
were very good. We had no problem whatsoever.
Everybody, Asians and British people used to respect each
other.

About Britain, | like fairness in British people. It is a good
country with justice, freedom and you have no problem
practicing your own religion.




JOURNEYS  —

The theme of the project was to record the memories of
people who have come to Rochdale from India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh and Africa. The memories have also covered
'Life before coming to Rochdale and life after coming to
Rochdale.

The aims of the project were:

To raise awareness of the stories behind the diverse cultural
heritage that exists in South Asian communities in Rochdale
and why they should be valued.

To develop interest in heritage through activities that help to
form oral history group.

To record the memories of people who have come to
Rochdale from other countries.

To publish a Book containing stories [bi-lingual] and create

an exhibition

The main part of this project was conserving people's
memories about their homes.

The project has helped people from different communities to

learn and understand each other's cultures.

During the project we had support from RaziaShamim MBE,
Pakeeza Women Group, Sabra Siddique, Health
Connections Team, }{haldaManzoor. Wardleworth Women
Welfare Association, Azhar Shah, Freehold Community
Group, Attya Malik, Deeplish Women Group and Suhail
Ahmad, Deeplish Community Centre.

The project involved interviewing participants about life in
their place of birth, life in Rochdale, their marriage and their
concept of HOME.

When we asked participants, what is their concept of
Home?

90% said England

5% said [India, Pakistan, Bangladesh]

5% said don't know
Razia Shamim said: -

Leaving home can be exciting and a life time experience,
especially if we are leaving to live in a foreign country.

We have lived here for more than 50 years. We have our
house, business, jobs, children and even our relatives are

buried here so our Home is England. Our ethnic origin will
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RAIS ACADEMY

Rais Academy exists to advance the education of the public
in the understanding and appreciation of Asian arts and
culture and deliver strategic objectives to develop
communities and using the arts based activities to

encourage participants to explore issues in their lives.

Academy was formed in 1993 to compliment the work of
Arts Council and local Health Services. Academy was to
fulfil the needs of BME communities in terms of access
services. The reqgular activities of Academy are annual
multi-lingual poetry event, Cross culture visual art exhibition,
Multi faith food festival and Cultural Awareness Training to
agencies. We have small Centre with five rooms for
workshops and one mini space reserved for Gallery. We
work in partnership with many organisations such as
Multicultural Resource Centre, Westbrookhouse Women
Association and Deeplish Community Centre. We offer a
wide range of workshop programmes in arts and literature.
Help local artists to exhibit and publish work in all art forms.

Provide training to small groups.
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